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In 1997, legislation was passed the included Cook County in the Tift-Turner-Worth Joint 
Development Authority.  The authority has not been active in a very long time.  The only meeting 
that I remember going to was with Mrs. Nancy O’Quinn.  I believe that at the time the authority 
created billboards representing the authority which promoted agribusiness along the interstate. 
 
As we were applying for the 2018 CDBG, this authority requirements had not been met.  Certain 
authorities have to make report with the Department of Community Affairs.  DCA website showed 
that a report had not been done in several years. 
 
Lisa Collins called me to say that Karen Rackley, Worth County Chamber Director and 
Development Authority has contacted her with interest in reactivating the 4-county authority.  The 
benefit in being a member of a joint development authority is it increases the dollar amount of the 
jobs tax credits for businesses located within those member counties.  
 
Cook was added to the authority by legislation February 1997.  Cook County is also a member of 
a Joint Development Authority with Lowndes and several other counties.   
 
I have contacted Southern Regional Commission concerning the request.  Cook County does not 
lack the benefits of the job tax credits because we are a member of the other JDA. 
 
Karen Rackley stated she recommended their county administrator, their economic developer 
(her), and a member of the development authority for their three slots. 
 
The Board will need to appoint members to represent Cook County. 
 
Motion made by      
 
Second made by      
 
Any discussion:              
              
 
Votes    yes       no                      Motion carried/ failed 
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Faye Hughes, County Administrator 9/11/2018 
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Tift-Turner-Worth-Cook JDA 
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